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The Story So Far 

The Harrow Car Club was founded at Kynaston Court Club House, Har-
row Weald on 9th January 1934, initially as the Kynaston Car Club, but on 
the 18th March the name was changed to the Harrow Car Club.  

One of the Founders was F.J.Coyne, and Joe subsequently went on to 
be Chairman, Treasurer and eventually President of the Club. Sadly he 
died just prior to the Club reaching it’s fiftieth birthday in 1984. 

The first competitive event run by the Club was a Driving Test (Auto-
Test) for 10 cars, and it is interesting to note that Driving Tests are the 
only form of competitive motorsport that have continued throughout the 
Club’s history. In the years up to 1939, and the war, the Club ran a full 
programme of events, including Treasure Hunts and mud plugging Relia-
bility Trials. The latter were very popular pre - war and the Club regularly 
entered a team of cars in other club’s events. During 1939 four trials 
were planned, for the CLJ Trophy, Moss Trophy, Cullen Cup and Cotting-
ham Trophy. An Aggregate award was instituted early on, and the points 
to be awarded for different activities seem to have caused controversy 
throughout the next eighty years! The first Annual Dinner and Dance was 
held at the Barn in 1934 – cost 5 shillings and sixpence a head (about 
25p). 

Post war the emphasis of events swung round to navigational road ral-
lies, utilising the National Grid that was printed on OS Maps to define the 
location of check points. Autocross also became popular and Driving 
Tests continued to get good entries. 

The history of The First Fifty Years was compiled by Maurice Sokel in 
1984, and it concluded with Tony and Margaret Pryce hard at work plan-
ning the Golden Jubilee Dinner, to be held at the Grimsdyke Hotel, Har-
row Weald. 

Maurice is one of the Club’s longest standing members, albeit he has 
been living in Cyprus for many years, whence he still sends us details of 
motoring activities in the island. 

In 1984 Les Needham was Club President, Bert Shirley was Board Chair-
man and Keith Bradshaw was Club Secretary. There were 15 Directors 
of the Club and Annual Subs had just increased from £4.00 to £5.00, with 
joint membership £6.00. Total Membership was about 160 and the Bank 
balance stood at £859. 
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In compiling this History of the next thirty years, I have been fortunate to 
have been able to read through old Radiators and to see the Board/
Committee Minutes. My thanks to Matthew Slade, Keith Warner and Liz 
Cox for loaning the relevant documents. 

Les Needham. (November 2014) 

Les Needham in action in a Triumph TR4 at Denham in 1962 
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Onwards from Fifty 

The tail end of ’83 saw a team of members taking a pedal car round a 
300 yard cinder track to raise funds to help with the costs of the Golden 
Jubilee Dinner. Over 200 laps were completed within four hours, the best 
effort being by Tony Butt with 47 laps. Sponsorship raised £60. 

The Boxing Day Autotests, at Heston Services, unfortunately had to be 
cancelled for lack of entries. 

The Club was delighted to receive £500 from Joe Coyne’s will, and the 
committee decided to allocate this to the purchase of a replacement pho-
tocopier and typewriter and to put £100 towards reducing the costs of the 
Dinner tickets to £13.50. Club members subscribed to an appeal in 
memory of Joe, and this was given to the British Swimming Team, com-
peting at Los Angeles. (In addition to his involvement in the Club, Joe 
was a senior official and judge for International Diving). 

As 1984 was the Golden Jubilee Year, to mark the occasion the familiar 
Blue cover of the Radiator was replaced with a white cover with a gold 
surround. 

The Golden Jubilee Dinner/Dance at the Grimsdyke Hotel was a great 
success with over 100 tickets sold. Unfortunately neither of our Patrons, 
Kay Petre and Stirling Moss, were able to be present, but both sent their 
best wishes. The Cake was jointly cut by Dr McKeown and Tony Butt, 
representing our oldest and youngest members. 

At the AGM there was a discussion about a possible club house at El-
stree Aerodrome, but there is no further mention of this in the records!  
Brian Culcheth presented the Club with one of the trophies that he had 
won on the International Jamaica Rally. 

The Mayday Autotests were held at Heston Services and received 28 
entries.  June saw a gymkhana at Bellingdon farm which attracted 19 en-
tries with Martin Collins being the winner. The three clubs sprint at Good-
wood was co-promoted with Lancia and Circle Car Clubs. 

In July there was the Golden Slalom at North Weald, the Concours at 
Chipperfield and a Social run starting from Whippendale Woods – a busy 
month.The year ended with a Barn Dance which made a profit of £45 
and this year the Boxing Day Autotests received 14 entries so squealing 
tyres were once again heard at Heston Services. Total membership for 
the year was 200. 

The programme to 1985 included the CCH Sprint at Brands Hatch, the 
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Dinner/Dance, Brakefast Autotests, Winnie Rally, Mayday Autotests, 
North Weald Slalom, 3 Clubs Sprint at Goodwood, a grass Autotest and 
several social runs. However some of these had to be cancelled due to 
lack of suitable organizers, a matter of concern to the committee. Unfor-
tunately the CCH also had to be cancelled as Brands Hatch was covered 
in snow, this causing the Club considerable financial concern. 

March 1985 marked Eileen Butt’s 25 years as Editor of the Radiator, dur-
ing which time she had hardly missed a single monthly issue. Monthly 
Noggin’s had for some time been at the Belmont Hotel, but in March they 
were moved to the Target, Northolt as the Belmont was being re-
furbished. The Dinner Dance was once again held at the Grimsdyke Ho-
tel, and resulted in a small loss. The Brakefast Autotests were held at 
Scratchwood Services (now London Gateway on M1) with an entry of 52 
including 7 from Harrow, Neville Smith winning the best HCC award. 

The Barn Dance at Chipperfield Village Hall in November which attracted 
72 was organized by Bert Shirley and the Noggin was replaced by a 
coach trip to the Fireworks Night at Thorpe Park. Tickets £4.00. 

12 entries started the Economy Rally, organized by Fiona Whitbread and 
Peter Cook, the winners being Pat Slade and Ken Robey in a Volvo. 

1986 saw a major reshuffle of the Board (Committee). Bert Shirley the 
Chairman was emigrating to Spain, so Peter Butt took over as Chairman 
and Keith Bradshaw as Secretary. Annual Subs continued at £5.00. 

Bert had been Chairman for over nine years and a member of the Club 
for 33 years. Advertisers in the Radiator included Pam & Mandy Forster, 
Peter Jones, Kenton Timber (Dennis Crome) and Geoff Winter. 

The Dinner Dance on 1st March, was held at the Conquest Club, Oster-
ley. 

The CCH Sprint was held in February, although with a change of clubs. 
CCH originally stood for Circle, Chiltern and Harrow Car Clubs, but Chil-
tern had dropped out some time ago and in 1986 Circle was replaced 
with Hampton Car Club, though the name of the event remained the 
same. 

In the Radiator an excerpt from 1966 referred to the possibility of a con-
gestion charge for London – a little bit before it’s time! 

It was normal practice to invite a motor sporting personality to give a 
short (or sometimes not so short) talk at the Noggins, and in April Gerry 
Marshall and Tony Lanfranchi entertained the members. The May Day 
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Autotests were still run at Heston Services, and this year saw the intro-
duction of a special award for the best 16 year old, but it’s not clear if it 
was actually awarded! 

The Dinner/Dance at the Conquest Club, Osterley was different in that 
the meal was cooked by Janet Roseblade and served by James and Sa-
rah Roseblade, all of which was enjoyed by the 63 members and their 
guests. A surprised Bert Shirley received a painting of his Trans Am Car 
to celebrate his many years as a Club Member and Committee Chair-
man. 

In the Radiator, Ken Coad reported on the first run of the RAC Norwich 
Union Classic Car Run to Silverstone, an event which attracted over 
1000 entries from the various starting points. 

At the Eight Clubs Race Meeting at Silverstone, the HCC team, Jim Par-
ker, Tony Rees and John Blennerhassett won the final team handicap 
race. 

1987 brought about another change on the Board, with Derek Sizeland 
taking over as Secretary, Karl Pearce as Competitions Secretary and 
Keith Bradshaw as Membership Secretary.  Noggins were now at the 
Ballot Box, Greenford. Alvin Cohen was doing a good job organizing 
speakers for the Noggins.  The CCH Sprint at Brands attracted a full en-
try of 120, with 20 cars from Harrow. Tony Rees with his RS2000 was 
best from the Club. 

22 members attended the AGM which was followed by a film show. The 
Club’s financial position was showing signs of improving.  As usual, there 
was concern about the lack of organizers for the various events sched-
uled to be run. 

The Slalom Sprint at North Weald, sponsored by Shell, received 54 en-
tries with Ron Johnson, Kevin Corrigan, Geoff Winter, Keith Bradshaw, 
Les Lyons and John Roseblade all competing as HCC entries. Dick Jest, 
Escort won the best Harrow award. 

The Brakefast Autotests were run in the Ford car park at Langley and 
despite being for the first time a counting round of the RAC Champion-
ship, it only attracted 18 entries. Tony Butt was the only Harrow entry. 

Membership at the end of the year stood at 120, and there was a loss on 
the year of £158. 

In 1988 Kathy Sizeland took over as Secretary from Derek Sizeland, Pe-
ter Butt continued as Chairman and Subs remained at £5.00 
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Alvin Cohen arranged for Tony Dron to be the speaker at the January 
Noggin, which continued to be held at the Ballot Box, Greenford. 

The Dinner Dance saw a new venue, the Fairway Inn at Rickmansworth. 
the start of a long association with the Fairway. Tony Dron was the Guest 
of Honour and 66 members and their friends attended. 

Entries at the CCH included Gerry Marshall, and £110 was raised from 
the sale of programmes. The Barn Dance, scheduled for May had to be 
cancelled as previous ones had made a loss. 

The Brakefast, now the first round of both the RAC and BTRDA Champi-
onships, was again held at Ford’s car park, Langley, and this year had a 
much better entry of 38. Tony Butt again competed, and won best Har-
row award. Unfortunately, after the event a letter was received from 
Ford’s saying that because of one complaint about the noise, it would not 
be possible to use this venue again - and this in respect of a car park, 
right alongside the M4 and the flight path into Heathrow Airport! 

In May the Radiator contained some photographs of the Brakefast tests. 
Was this the first time that photographs had been published? It was in 
this month that the first mention of the Uxbridge Auto Show appeared 
and Harrow C.C. took a stand. 

The entry list for the North Weald Slalom was full before entry closing 
date,entry fee £21. For the first time the club ran two sprints at North 
Weald, one in July and the other in September. The second sprint was 
sponsored by Turner Trophies, the supplier of many of our awards. 

The speaker at the September Noggin was Peter Browning, the Club’s 
Competition Secretary in the fifties, and was accompanied by the “up and 
coming” Alan McNish! Harrow entered a team in the Ford Quiz and they, 
Peter Cox, Alvin Cohen, Les Lyons and John Roseblade reached the Ar-
ea Finals at Trimoco, Dunstable, but unfortunately were knocked out at 
that stage. 

The Turner Trophy Sprint had 84 entries and Jim Parker was Clerk of the 
Course. Tony Butt received best Harrow award but unfortunately Jamie 
Roseblade had a multiple roll in his Avenger at the first chicane. He re-
ceived a broken wrist and collar bone and had to be taken to Harlow 
Hospital where he was kept in for a few weeks. 

Events to qualify for the Aggregate awards included a Night Trial orga-
nized by the Hampton and Dist C.C. All events during the year counted, 
but it was necessary to both compete and marshal to qualify. 
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Ken Coad was the C of C at the Eight Clubs Race Meeting and the Brian 
Culcheth award for the best Harrow went to Les Lyons. 

In November Eileen Butt was made a Life Member for her many years as 
Editor of the Radiator. A word about Life Members; in most clubs they 
would be called Honorary Members, but back in the fifties when the club 
ran a rally to Frinton, certain worthies on the Frinton Council were made 
Honorary Members as a temporary title to help smooth the organizational 
wheels. The Committee was then in a dilemma as to what to call those 
members who they wished to honour – hence Life Members. 

Membership at the end of the year was about 130 and Bank balance 
£937. 

The Annual Dinner in 1989 was held at the Fairway, organized by Jim 
and Carole Parker, and Alan McNish was Guest of Honour. In March the 
committee spent much time discussing the future of the club. It was felt 
that the Noggins were too formal, with not enough time for chatting and 
that the general organization of the club needed attention. Both Peter 
Butt and Ken Coad stated they would be willing to resign as Chairman 
and Vice Chairman if it would help. 

At the AGM, Kathy Sizeland resigned as Secretary and Karl Pearce took 
over the reins. It was noted that the hire cost of Brands Hatch Circuit for 
next year’s CCH would be £3000, but the profit from the event helped to 
keep the Club solvent. 

In June there was a Karting event at Uxbridge, which attracted 30 mem-
bers and made a small profit for the club. About now the Committee start-
ed to look at the idea of a new Club Logo and Colin Bradshaw was asked 
to evaluate possible ideas. The September Social run received 13 entries 
and was a great success. 

Concern was raised regarding the future of the Eight Clubs Race Meet-
ing, which this year celebrated it’s 40th anniversary. Costs of circuit hire 
were all going up and the potential for financial disaster was considera-
ble. Consideration was given to possibly run it in conjunction with a 
750MC meeting, or going to a different venue. 

At the December Committee Meeting there was concern that no ac-
counts or details of the bank balance were available from the non-
attending treasurer. 

So ended the Eighties. 
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HCC Member John Hazzard (drinking) - photo by Denis Crome 



 11 

Into the Nineties 

 

The Nineties proved to be a turbulent decade with many changes to offi-
cials, and concern regarding the Club’s finances. At the Annual Dinner/
Dance in 1990 Peter Browning was the guest speaker. Tickets were 
priced at £15.00, with the Club subsidising the costs, which resulted in a 
loss of £172. 45 members and friends attended. Membership Subs in-
creased to £6.00. In March Brian Cowan joined the Committee/Board. 

The CCH attracted a full entry of 127 (16 from HCC) plus 72 marshals 
and apparently ran in sunny weather. At the AGM, originally scheduled 
for May, but delayed until June, Peter Butt handed over as Chairman to 
Jim Parker, John Dillon took over as Secretary from Karl Pearce, and Liz 
Cox agreed to act as temporary Treasurer until a volunteer could be 
found to fill this important post. 

In April, the Radiator reported that our Vice President, Stirling Moss had 
been hit by a car whilst riding his 80cc Moped in London, resulting in a 
broken thigh and the prospect of many months recuperating. About now 
a new Club Logo was approved, and this appeared on a new style Radi-
ator cover in August. The Club’s trophies were valued for insurance pur-
poses at £2250. 

The Radiator mentioned the possibility of a new racing circuit with a 
length of 1.2km at Milton Keynes, to be called the James Hunt Racing 
Centre. (Is this the track currently known as the Daytona Kart Track?). 
Eileen Butt was unable to produce the Radiator for two issues due to 
hospitalisation, but the “B” team were able to produce the issues in the 
meantime using a word processor instead of Eileen’s stencils and 
Gestetner. This process proved popular and it was agreed to photo-copy 
issues in future. For some reason it was agreed that “Noggins” (strictly 
Noggin and Natters), should be called “Club Nights”, with a formal speak-
er every other month.. 

In June it was reported that Peter Butt had completed a re-build of Pat 
Moss’ Liege Rome Liege Rally Austin Healey 3000, and was taking part 
in British events with it. 

For the first time the Uxbridge Autoshow included a grass Autotest event 
with Peter Cox being one of the main instigators. 

By October, it was at last possible to issue the detailed accounts for 
1989, which showed a surplus on the year of £347 and current assets of 
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£1284. The Turner Trophies sprint had 53 starters and it was noted that 
the day of the event was the 50th anniversary of the Germans dropping 
200 bombs on North Weald airfield. Les Lyons was fastest Harrow mem-
ber. 

By now Peter Cox had temporarily taken over responsibility for dealing 
with Secretarial matters and the Committee had agreed to replace the 
current Aggregate awards (the Biggs and Briault trophies) with two sepa-
rate awards, one for Competitors and one for Marshals. The Joe Coyne 
Trophy was requiring refurbishment.  The year finished with a Kart night 
with 42 entries, 22 of them being from Harrow. This produced a profit of 
£223 for the club’s funds. 

The Annual Dinner/Dance in 1991 was advertised as the Fiftieth – the 
first Dinner Dance apparently was held at the Orchard Hotel in Ruislip in 
1935, and, of course, there were no Dinners during the War years, so 
this was probably correct. Tickets were £19.75 each, and again were 
subsidised by the Club. Guests were Stirling Moss and Penti Airikkala, 
with Peter Browning acting as Master of Ceremonies. 86 members and 
friends attended at the Dean Park Hotel, Watford. The occasion saw a 
number of old members attending, including Pam and Mandy Forster, 
Brian Culcheth, Dennis and Jennifer Barker, Gerald and Jennifer Golding 
and Dr McKeown, who had been a member for 47 years. The Club was 
delighted that Stirling agreed to become Joint Patron of the Club, joining 
Mrs Kay Petre, who had been a Patron since before the war. 

The CCH Sprint at Brands Hatch was snowed off, causing much concern 
regarding finances. However, during the year a caravan, to act as an of-
fice at events and to transport equipment, was purchased for £125, and 
the Club also bought a photocopier for the Radiator and event paper-
work. The caravan was painted up by Les Lyons. At the AGM Dennis 
Crome took over as Secretary from John Dillon. 

The Brakefast Autotests were held at Bracknell in heavy rain. Once again 
it was a round of the ACSMC and LCAMC championships and it attracted 
66 entries, although only three were from HCC. The new caravan was 
very welcome. Some of the loss on the CCH sprint was recovered from 
Pluvius Insurance, but the final loss was expected to be about £300. The 
Kart Night at Cobra Karting was won by a team from Harrow and made a 
welcome profit of £135. 

At the AGM it was reported that membership at the end of 1990 was 159 
(previous figures were, 1987, 118; 1988, 132; 1989, 150). Our President, 
Les Needham had been elected President of the Eight Clubs. 
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The Concours was held as usual at Chipperfield, with the best car being 
Gary Fryer’s RS2000. A team of Harrow members (James Roseblade, 
Tony Butt, Tony Broom and Ron Ballard) entered the Willhire 24 hour 
race at Snetterton and won their class. Keith Warner became Chief Mar-
shal for the club, a new post.  

The Uxbridge Autoshow resulted in 8 new members joining the club. At 
the Eight Clubs meeting in September, John Hazzard’s Jenson blew up 
in a big way – Les Lyons was best Harrow entrant. The Turner Trophy 
sprint had 62 entries in contrast to the earlier Slalom which only had 25 
entries. During the year the Committee discussed the possibility of ex-
tending the Club History Book – a project that had to wait another 23 
years before fruition! In October the club at last appointed a treasurer, 
Graham Trent, and Peter Cox was invited to join the RAC MSA’s Au-
totest Committee. The year finished with another Kart night, with 37 en-
tries, this time at Thunder Karts, Watford. 

The Committee was very worried about the financial implications of run-
ning the CCH sprint in 1992. Hire of the circuit at Brands Hatch was 
£3300 plus 17 ½ % VAT and the total budget came to £7250. 100 entries 
were required to break even. Any sponsorship obtained had to be split 
evenly with Brands Hatch. The final loss on the year came to £504, but 
some £300 worth of trophies for the CCH were carried over to 1992. 
Membership total reached 172. 

1992 started off badly with the resignation of Dennis Crome from the 
position of Secretary. Dennis had been unwell for some time and this had  
caused much concern to the Committee. Jim Parker, Chairman of the 
Committee was also concerned about the lack of active members 
 of the Committee and felt that the situation was getting worse. The Din-
ner/Dance was once again held at the Dean Park Hotel and Stirling Moss 
was the Guest of Honour. 64 members and friends sat down to the meal, 
with Peter Browning again acting as MC. Members were very pleased to 
welcome Maurice Sokel home on a short visit from Cyprus. The Brake-
fast attracted 43 entries, with Gary Fryer acting as Clerk of the Course 
and the CCH had a full entry of 120 plus 8 reserves thus ensuring that it 
was successful financially. Best Harrow competitor was Gerry Marshall 
driving Brian Cowan’s Aston Martin. 

A Kart evening at an indoor track at Kensington was held with teams of 
20 each  from Harrow C C, Aston Martin Club and Thame Car Club, re-
sulting in a win for the Harrow team. The Lambourn Car-Khana, orga-
nized by the Cox’s was included as a qualifier in the Aggregate Awards. 
Entry fees for the Eight Clubs, to be held in September, were £65 per 
race and Ken Coad was complaining about inflation – wondering where 



14  

grass roots motorsport would be in five years time. Graham Trent agreed 
to act as Company Secretary as well as Treasurer with Ken Coad dealing 
with Club Secretarial matters. The Committee met every month, and 
meetings often went on until after 11.30pm.  

The Club purchased a newer caravan for £400 and this was once again 
decorated by Les Lyons. At the Uxbridge Autoshow, Darren Wheatley 
showed a Scammell S26 Racing Lorry on the Club’s stand! In August the 
Club received a letter from Nicola Foulston, owner of Brands Hatch, stat-
ing that we couldn’t have a date at Brands in 1993 for the CCH sprint as 
“this particular sort of race meeting is not financially viable at Brands 
Hatch”! Thus ended 35 years of a very successful event which had regu-
larly helped the Club’s finances and had also brought in many new mem-
bers. 

The Concours at Chipperfield celebrated its 25th Anniversary making this 
another of the Club’s long running events. The Turner Trophy Sprint had 
61 entries and continued to be popular. Peter Butt was the Clerk of the 
Course and Simon Fedrick in his Escort was best Harrow. Roy Millbank 
(West Essex CC) put up FTD in his Pilbeam MP62 despite the wet condi-
tions. Another Kart night was again well supported and in the Eight Clubs 
Les Lyons was best Harrow. 

The Bank balance at the end of the year stood at £2075, helped by the 
sale of the old caravan for £350 (!) and a profit from the CCH Sprint of 
£950. At the end of 1992 the Club had 174 members. 

With Brands Hatch not being available for the CCH Sprint, the Committee 
spent considerable time considering possible alternatives, including Lyd-
den Hill, Silverstone, Mallory Park and others, but without success. The 
Dinner/Dance was once again held at Dean Park Hotel, and although 59 
attended it made a loss of just over £350. Steve Soper was Guest of 
Honour. 

The Brakefast Autotests was held at Bovingdon and was jointly orga-
nized by Harrow and the Middlesex Automobile Club. It attracted 24 en-
tries and Peter Cox put up FTD. In April there was a Kart Night at Cobra 
Karts with teams from Aston Martin, Harrow and Thame Clubs, and once 
again Harrow came out top. An article in the Radiator about the evening 
was written by Peter Lowe, aged 12 – starting them young. Scott Ansell 
took overall victory. The AGM was poorly supported and there was a 
considerable discussion regarding the future of the club. Ken Coad re-
ported on the lack of interest in all areas, marshalling, organizing and 
competing and Jim Parker said he was only prepared to carry on as 
Chairman for another six months. 
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The Slalom attracted 66 entries, 10 from Harrow, and Keith Warner orga-
nized a visit to Brocket Hall which was attended by 34 members and 
friends. Keith also joined the Committee. The Turner Trophy Sprint was 
this year run to the same format as the Slalom, that is that the times for 
all three runs counted, but the course was made slightly easier, and fast-
er, for each run. This appears to have been popular with the 54 starters 
with Richard Williamson getting best Harrow with his Rover Vitesse. In 
July Graham Trent said he would be unable to continue as Treasurer 
from the end of the year, he was persuaded to reconsider this, but ulti-
mately did resign, leaving the Club without a Treasurer. At the 8 Clubs 
Race Meeting (still with entry fee at £65), John Hazzard was Best Har-
row.  Subs for 1994 were increased to £11.50 for full membership and 
£13 for joint membership.  

The programme announced for 1994 included two Kart nights, the sla-
lom, the TT sprint, the Brakefast, Concours, Dinner/Dance and Eight 
Clubs Race Meeting, with possibly a Social run and the CarKhana.  The 
Dinner/Dance would celebrate the Club’s Diamond Jubilee and was 
planned for the Jarvis International Hotel (new name for the Spiders Web 
on the Watford by-pass). It was to be organized by Eileen Butt and Mar-
garet Pryce and tickets would be £24. Seventy Seven sat down to the 
meal in March and the anniversary cake was cut by Dr McKeown and 
Mark Wheatley, as the oldest and youngest member of the Club. Gerry 
Marshall was Guest of Honour. The Eight Clubs at Silverstone was back 
in March having been run in September/October for a number of years. 
Entry fees were increased to £75 per race. Martin Gulliver was best Har-
row. 

In the March Radiator it was announced that on March 15th there would 
be a special meeting at the Fairway Inn “To address the dire circum-
stances of the Committee of Management. It is through lack of commit-
ment and support by existing members to join the committee that the 
HCC is now at a very low ebb and dangerously on the brink of cessa-
tion”. “The Chairman was due to resign at the AGM in May, and the Club 
was currently without a Treasurer, Competition Secretary and the Club 
Secretary spent 50% of his time working abroad.” The meeting was duly 
held, with the President, Les Needham in the Chair who invited views 
from the members present but no conclusions were reached. The subse-
quent Committee meeting felt that with the same committee the same old 
questions were discussed and no progress was made. It was hoped that 
the AGM would come to the rescue. 

 At The AGM, the President again took the Chair and it was agreed to 
completely replace the existing committee with a new committee. Andy 
Stevens became Secretary, Martin Gulliver, Treasurer, and Peter Car-
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penter, Competition Secretary, Keith Warner, Chief Marshal. At the first 
meeting of the new committee Jim Parker handed over chairmanship to 
Brian Cowan. Unfortunately, all these changes created a rift in the Club 
with many supporters of the old committee very unhappy, so much so, 
that for a number of years afterwards they ran a “Not the Harrow Car 
Club Dinner”  each year. (A take on a popular TV show at the time). 

In the meantime the Brakefast ran as usual at Bovingdon with 36 entries 
although only 2 were Harrow members.  A new system of judging the 
Concours was proposed – each competitor would judge all the other 
cars, excluding his own, and then the total points would be calculated to 
produce a winner. In fact there were two winners (!), Jane Weitzmann’s 
Datsun Fairlady 240ZG, a special limited edition 240Z, won the hardtop’s 
section, and Alan Wilson’s Triumph TR4 the soft top’s section. The Nog-
gin was temporarily moved to the Golden Eagle, Ashley Green and as 
usual the club had both a stand at the Uxbridge Autoshow and participat-
ed in the Autotest at the same show, with Peter Cox again putting up 
best performance.  

The Committee was concerned by a letter from Epping Council suggest-
ing that the Club would be responsible for repairs to the tarmac at North 
Weald. In October we received the sad news that our Patron, Mrs Kay 
Petre had died. Club nights returned to the Fairway Inn and in November 
another Kart night was held at Acton.  Subs for 1995 were set at £12, full 
and £15 joint, with the possibility of a form of cadet membership for un-
der 18’s at £5. The Committee also noted that the Club should broaden 
its appeal, as too much was concentrated on sprints and racing. Balance 
at the end of the year was £2422. 
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Towards The Millennium 

By January 1995, the Noggin was back at the Fairway Inn. On 21 Janu-
ary, Brian Cowan organized a visit to Lynx International, restorers and 
builders of Jaguar cars. This proved very popular. Peter Carpenter was 
acting as Editor of the Radiator, which as a regular feature, was including 
“Wheels” the magazine issued each month by the RAC Motor Sports As-
sociation. In February, the front cover of the Radiator received a change 
in style. February also saw details from the RACMSA of new licensing for 
Speed Clerks of the Course, which would become compulsory from 
1996.  

The Dinner at the Water End Barn, St Albans was attended by only 35, a 
reflection on the previous year’s change of Committee. The Brakefast, 
was as usual at Bovingdon, Spencer Stevens was C of C and Peter Cox 
received Best Harrow Award. Les Needham was C of C of the London – 
Mexico Endurance Rally for Classic Cars and the Radiators contained a 
number of articles by Les about problems encountered. 

 The AGM was put back from early May until the end of June and result-
ed in Spencer Stevens taking over as Competition Secretary, releasing 
Peter Carpenter from that position to act as Membership Secretary as 
well as Radiator Editor. Martin Gulliver continued as Treasurer. However, 
the Accounts were not available at that time, so were deferred to a spe-
cial EGM to be held in November. The North Weald Sprint drew 36 en-
tries including nine from Harrow, with Les Lyons collecting Best Harrow 
award. Although the Club caravan was used at this event, the Committee 
decided it should be sold due to difficulties in finding suitable storage 
space and getting someone to tow it to events. It was eventually replaced 
with a marquee which could provide covered accommodation at events. 

 The Concours at Chipperfield was held in dampish weather; Liz Morris 
won the hard-top section with her Capri Mk2 and Pat Slade the soft tops 
with his BMWZ1. 

During the year, the Club Night seems to have alternated between the 
Golden Eagle and the Fairways Inn, with the latter proving the more pop-
ular. In August a special note was published in the Radiator  apologising 
for the procedures used at the 1994 AGM to change the members of the 
Committee and Board. Hopefully, this cleared the air. The report on the 
Turner Trophy Sprint at North Weald states that it was the best attended 
for many years, but no-where were the detailed results published! Mike 
Bentley in his Escort was best Harrow, apparently missing out on FTD by 
one place. The new marquee proved its worth as the heavens opened 
with thunder and lightning as the last runs finished. The Accounts for 
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1994 were finally presented at the EGM in November, showing that the 
Club lost £346 in 1993 and a further £361 in 1994. At the end of 1994 
there was approximately £2400 in the Bank. 

One point raised at the EGM was whether the Club’s Articles of Associa-
tion were up to date, and it was agreed to have these checked. 

In December we were sorry to report the death of Dr McKeown aged 90, 
who joined the Club pre war and helped us out on many post-war events 
by acting as the official medical officer. 1995 ended with a Kart day at 
Cobra Karting, Kings Cross, with Gary Fryer coming second in the final. 
Seven Harrow members competed out of a total of 20. 

A new venture signalled the start of 1996 when 20 turned out for a snowy 
Clay Pigeon shoot at Ruislip. £15 seemed to be good value for this and 
consideration was given to repeating it later in the year. The Dinner/
Dance was again at the Water End Barn, with tickets at £25.50 and 33 
attended. In March the Club received legal advice to the effect that the 
Articles of Association were perfectly alright and didn’t need any altera-
tion. The Brakefast only attracted 27 entries, with Peter Cox again being 
best Harrow. The Radiator carried an explanation of the various Regional 
Associations of which HCC was a member. These comprised the Associ-
ation of Central Southern Motor Clubs, Association of Eastern Motor 
Clubs, Association of South East Motor Clubs, and London Counties As-
sociation. All these help to co-ordinate events, avoiding clashing dates, 
and also run various championships. 

The Concours drew a bigger entry this year, with a Morris Minor Traveller   
winning best award. The Slalom was well supported despite 
 failure of the weather to co-operate. A strong gale caused some cones 
to be blown around; resulting in problems for the marshals in deciding 
 whether they had been hit or not. Basil Pitt was best Harrow in his Mal-
lock; interestingly there were three Cooper 500cc entries, all in Harrow 
hands. Unfortunately they were not terribly reliable, thus causing some 
delays.  

Peter Carpenter was concerned that he was unable to give sufficient time 
to acting as Editor of the Radiator and said he wished to hand over at the 
AGM. However, he ultimately agreed to carry on until a replacement 
could be found. As usual the Club had a stand at the Uxbridge Au-
toshow, but unfortunately only 5 cars were displayed. A Classic Car run 
to Gaydon was organized, with questions en-route and further questions 
in the museum itself. The route included Kop Hill which many years later 
became the venue for a major Vintage and Classic Car event. Martyn 
and Lynn Gulliver proved to be the best at answering the various ques-
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tions. 

 In September a Harrow Car Club Web site was instigated. The Club was 
still trying to find a suitable venue to re-instate the CCH sprint, but a letter 
from Brands Hatch quoted a hire fee of £10,000 for a day! Peter Noad 
took over as Radiator editor in November and in December there was a 
special red cover to celebrate Christmas. Peter commented that there 
were 30 competitors scoring points in the aggregate championship, to-
gether with 16 scoring marshalling points. He felt that this was a good 
percentage of the total membership, which stood at approximately 70, 
and was an improvement on the previous year. 

 As usual Harrow entered a team in the 6 hours Birkett Relay at Silver-
stone and finished 14

th
 overall and 28

th
 on handicap. In the Eight Clubs, 

which was run in October, Keith Messer put up Fastest Time of Day in 
his Lola. 

1997 seems to have been a quiet year, the Dinner/Dance was again held 
at Water End Barn, but only 23 attended. The Brakefast, as usual was 
run at Bovingdon but only three Harrow competitors took part. The North 
Weald Sprint was considered good value with an entry fee of £45 for 5 
runs. Gino Cuomo in his Dax Rush was best Harrow and Martin Ruther-
ford with his Locust 7 wrote a long article in the Radiator describing his 
first sprint. In July Colin Needham took over as Treasurer from Martin 
Gulliver, there were about 60 members at that time and approximately 
£2,000 in the bank. At the Uxbridge Autoshow, Harrow won the award for 
the best Club Stand. The theme of the stand was a motor race pit stop, 
with Martin Rutherford’s Locust and Alvin Cohen’s Westfield playing star 
roles, supported by a good selection of cars from other club members. 
Bill Withey won the Concours with his 1968 Sunbeam Tiger and amongst 
other interesting cars on show was Bob Harman’s Shelby Mustang. 

 The Turner Trophy Sprint as usual was popular, with 11 Harrow entries, 
best again being Gino Cuomo. Spencer Stevens in his report mentions 
that the huge entry meant only 3 runs instead of the usual four - he also 
mentions that marshals risked third degree sunburn! A Social run to 
Brooklands took the usual format with a number of clues to spot on the 
road section, followed by further clues in the museum itself. The result 
was very close with only 3 ½ points separating the first 7 (out of 8 start-
ers) with Keith Warner and Peter Carpenter just coming out on top. In 
view of the poor response to the traditional Dinner/Dance the Committee 
considered changing to a buffet meal with a motor sport speaker for the 
1998 event. It was also agreed to change the format of the aggregate 
awards with a view of reinstating the Biggs and Briault Trophies as the 
main awards. 
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1998 saw the end of the Thames Valley Motor Club, a conglomerate of 
clubs formed in 1965 to make it easier for members to take part in 
events. New regulations from the Motor Sports Association made such 
an organization unnecessary. Dennis Crome organized a Photo Phrolic 
Social Run which received 7 entries with Pat and Matthew Slade coming 
out best. The new format of Awards Night and Buffet meal at the Fairway 
Inn proved popular with 46 members and partners attending and with 
Gerry Marshall as Guest of Honour. The Brakefast received a better en-
try (30), Peter Noad was C of C and Peter Cox took Best Harrow for the 
fifth year in a row. In the Clubmans section (a simpler form of tests) Pat 
Slade came first, doing his first Autotest for 30 years. May saw the death 
of Pam Forster, an active member for many years. Pam’s husband Ray 
was Committee Chairman back in the 1960’s. In June the Radiator car-
ried a photograph on the frontcover for the first time which started a trend 
for a number of years.At the Concours, Jane Weitzmann’s three wheeled 
Grinall collected best Harrow sports car award. The North Wheeled Sla-
lom (not sure when Weald changed to Wheeled) received a big entry 
from Harrow with 14 competitors and 15 organisers/marshals. Gino Cuo-
mo in his Dash Rush was once again Best Harrow. 

At the AGM it was announced that 33 members had competed or mar-
shaled during 1997, this was nearly 50% of the members, a very high 
figure indeed. The Cox’s again ran their Car-Khana at Lambourn and 
were pleased to have 6 Harrow entries out of 14. Gino Cuomo again 
came best in the Turner Trophy Sprint and Paul Hewes as usual won his 
class in his 500cc Cooper JAP. Peter Noad organized a social run to 
Beaulieu which was only supported by 5 entries, Peter and Simon Cox 
got all 20 clues right on the road section, and 15 out of 25 in the muse-
um. 

Harrow had 9 entries in the Eight Clubs Race Meeting, with Jamie Hill 
winning the Brian Culcheth Trophy for Harrow’s Man of the Day as he 
was one of only three competitors to gain an award in the High Speed 
Trial. John Hazzard received the Sam Davies Trophy for fastest Harrow 
competitor. 

The year showed a surplus of £400 and a bank balance of £2950, but 
there were only 68 members. 

The Awards evening and Dinner in 1999 was again at the Fairway and 
the guest speaker was Stanley Mann, well known vintage Bentley com-
petitor, who entertained the 47 attending. Dennis Crome ran another of 
his Photo Phrolics.  Peter Noad and Liz Cox tied for the highest number 
of points with Pat and Denise Slade, but the former pair did it in a shorter 
mileage. The Brakefast encountered some problems with noise, so all 
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cars were checked with a meter as part of the scrutineering. Unfortunate-
ly there were fewer entries than the previous year, resulting in a loss of 
about £90. 

At the AGM, Colin Needham, Treasurer was able to report that the Club 
was in a strong financial position, enabling the Committee to buy a new 
photo copier. 12 members, out of a current membership of 60, attended. 
The Concours was, as usual, at Chipperfield, with 21 cars entered and 
was won by Bill Withey with his competition lightweight E type. The North 
Wheeled Slalom and Turner Trophies Sprint followed in quick succes-
sion, with Gino Cuomo’s Dax Rush best Harrow in both events. A new 
idea for the Autotest run during the Uxbridge Autoshow was to have each 
test laid out with an identical pair, starting competitors off at the same 
time so that they appeared to be racing. Richard Yapp in the Jalysarc 
Special that he normally shares with Peter Cox collected the prize for 
best Harrow. 

 In September the Eight Clubs ran their 50th Anniversary event at Silver-
stone. Paul Hewes won the award for best Harrow All Rounder having 
competed in both his Cooper Mk XI and a Jaguar C type, and concluding 
the day by driving the latter home on the road, just as they did fifty years 
ago! The year ended with Roger Newnham taking over as Membership 
Secretary from Peter Carpenter, and Brian Cowan writing an article in the 
Radiator about his invitation drive in the RAC Veteran Car London to 
Brighton Run in the RAC’s own 1901 Mors. Bank balance at the end of 
the year stood at £3174 and membership had increased to seventy sev-
en. 
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The Twenty First Century 

The first New Years Honours list of the new Century carried the excellent 
news that our Patron, Stirling Moss, had become Sir Stirling, a long over-
due and richly deserved recognition. Spencer Stevens started a Fantasy 
Formula One Manager competition, where competitors were allowed to 
spend a fictional budget selecting chassis, engine and two drivers, with 
points being awarded at each race for the finishing position of each com-
ponent. The competition to run until the end of the year. The Awards 
night at the Fairway was attended by 44 members and friends and the 
guest speaker was Stuart Turner, the very successful competitions man-
ager of both BMC and Ford competition departments (not both at the 
same time!). He entertained us with many anecdotes of famous competi-
tors and even of Bernie Ecclestone. 

The Brakefast Autotests at Bovingdon had 26 entries, this, in fact, was 
an increase in numbers from the previous year, and Peter Noad in his 
write up in the Radiator commented that it was comparable with entries 
at other Autotest events. He was very disappointed, however, by the 
small number of members who turned up to marshal, and it was only by 
the assistance of some “spectators” who “volunteered” to help, that the 
tests were able to be run. Nick Cook was best Harrow at the North 
Wheeled Sprint in his Sylva Striker fitted with a Honda Fireblade motor-
cycle engine. Bike engines in sports cars were just starting to become 
popular, and Nick wrote an interesting article in the Radiator detailing the 
problems he had in fitting one to his car.  The event used a new longer 
course at North Weald, and it was agreed afterwards to change to elec-
tronic timing in future, instead of hand held watches. The Concours at the 
Windmill Inn Chipperfield saw some interesting cars including two Rolls, 
a Ford RS200 and a rally prepared Datsun 240Z. Bob Harman generous-
ly provided a challenge trophy for the Concours, which was won by Bill 
Withey with an Alpine-Renault A110. Bill had won the two previous years 
as well, each time with a different car! Eight entries were received for the 
Fantasy Formula One Managers competition, and with 15 out of 17 GP’s 
run, Colin Needham had a clear lead from the rest of the field. Peter No-
ad ran his annual treasure hunt to the Cotswold Motor Museum and had 
to resort to the tie breaker to decide between Pat and Denise Slade and 
Spencer Stevens and Fiona Hedges, with Spencer and Fiona coming out 
best. The tie decider?  To give the price in pence per litre, of the cheap-
est petrol shown on the various old garage pumps in the museum. Shell-
Mex was 1s6d per gallon, Cleveland Discol was 1s7½d; BP Commercial 
1s3d and a Russian fuel 1s. The price per litre worked out at just over 1p 
in new money. 
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The Turner Trophies  Sprint was due to be held in September but shortly 
beforehand a number of hauliers and farmers blockaded the petrol refin-
eries in Wales, Scotland and the West of England in protest at the price 
of fuel. The resulting shortage rapidly spread to the South with long 
queues at all filling stations, and so the decision was taken to cancel the 
event. This cancellation, naturally caused a drop in the Club’s income for 
the year, but nevertheless there was a surplus on the year of nearly 
£200.  Subs for 2001 were fixed at £14 a full member and £17 for joint 
members. 

Forty Five booked for the 2001 Awards Evening and Buffet dinner, but in 
fact only 34 attended, one of the missing ones being the Guest Speaker, 
Ian Flux, who was testing in Spain and unable to get away. Over the win-
ter the country had been gripped by an epidemic of foot and mouth dis-
ease and the MSA warned clubs that it might be necessary to cancel 
events as it was thought that cars moving into different areas could be 
spreading the disease. This resulted in the Brakefast Autotests being 
cancelled, and consideration was given to running them on a new date in 
September. With no events to report on, Peter Noad was forced to dig 
into the archives to try and fill the Radiator, and the March/April edition 
carried a super photograph of Raymond Mays, in his Bugatti, losing a 
rear wheel whilst competing at a hill climb in Wales. Interesting to note 
that in this pre-war picture, Raymond is not wearing any form of overalls 
or crash helmet. Raymond was a well known hill climb and Grand Prix 
competitor pre-war and became a Vice President of HCC in 1936. Short-
age of articles, caused a number of copies of the Radiator to become 
dual-month, and only 9 were issued during the year.The AGM was rea-
sonably well attended and it was reported that the Club had a bank bal-
ance of £3368.                                                             

The Fantasy Formula One Team Managers competition took off in 2001, 
with 21 members taking part. As the previous year, competitors could 
select their desired engine, chassis and drivers, but an innovation was 
the offering of a lucky dip team, which was taken up by nearly half of the 
entrants. One of the problems with filling the Radiator was that as most of 
our events were sprints and autotests there was less to write about than 
when we ran a number of rallies. One gem picked out from the archives, 
described a trip to the 24hours of Le Mans for £4.00, including admission 
to the circuit!  

The Eight Clubs was scheduled to run in October but concern was ex-
pressed regarding the future as Octagon, who had taken over the run-
ning of Silverstone, advised that next year a deposit of £7000 (half the 
hire fee) would be required 12 weeks in advance of the meeting and oth-
er restrictions/costs would be imposed. Restrictions imposed for the foot 
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and mouth disease having been lifted, nearly 40 attended the Concours, 
14 of which were Harrow members. Pat Slade’s BMW Z1 took the overall 
prize, and a report on the event appeared in the Watford Observer. 18 
cars were on the Club stand at the Uxbridge Autoshow and there were 9 
Harrow entries (out of 32) in the grass Autotests. Sam(antha) Sullivan, a 
complete novice in her first Autotest came second overall in the Club-
mans section and also won her class; once she realized she was sup-
posed to stop at the finish line her times caused embarrassment to many 
experienced competitor. 

The North Wheeled Slalom had a disappointingly small entry, although it 
was well supported by Harrow entrants, no less than 15 competing and 8 
of them managed to get an award. The Brakefast ran on its new date in 
September but only attracted 21 entries. In the Radiator it was noted that 
it was probably the club’s oldest event, and Bert Shirley was credited with 
originally thinking of its name. The Treasure Hunt went to Stondon Motor 
Museum and stuck to its usual format of questions both during the road 
section and at the museum. The Slades, in a new to them Mercedes- 
Benz C32 AMG Estate, again had the best score, ahead of Les and 
Yvonne Needham There were 17 Harrow entries in the Turner Trophies 
sprint meeting and FTD was put up by Harrow member Geoff Stanley in 
his little 1350cc Jedi. Sam Sullivan showed that she could also cope with 
sprints by collecting the Ladies Award. The 52nd running of the Eight 
Clubs Race Meeting at Silverstone went off successfully despite delays 
due to track flooding.  The Formula One Fantasy Managers competition 
was won by John Hazzard, with his lucky dip entry whilst Robert Brown 
who had a “chosen” team came second.  

The new year started with the Club taking a stand at Brooklands on 1st 
January, with Peter Butt showing off his ex Pat Moss Healey 3000, John 
Hazzard an Aston Martin Lagonda, Brian Cowan a Jaguar XK8 and Peter 
Noad his faithful 1974 Audi 80 GT. The Awards Night was again at the 
Fairway and our Guest, David Brodie entertained us all with a lively re-
sume of his motoring career. 

The Brakefast Autotests at Bovingdon attracted 27 competitors and Peter 
Cox in the Jalysarc Special put up FTD. The North Wheeled Slalom was 
scheduled for May, but had to be cancelled as the date clashed with a 
Championship Sprint at Debden, but luckily the Club was able to get a 
fresh date in June, when 51 entries were received, Geoff Stanley again 
setting FTD in his Jedi. John Wittey won the Concours at Chipperfield 
with a Ferrari Testarossa and the Club gained 5 new members from the 
event. Not many members turned out for the AGM when the balance at 
the end of 2001 was reported to have been £4075.  
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The Turner Trophies Sprint was well supported by Harrow members, 10 
out of 17 managing to win awards, with Gino Cuomo in his Dax Rush get-
ting Best Harrow award. The Fairway Inn was closed for the winter 
months, so the monthly Noggin moved to the Halfway Inn Rickmans-
worth, which seemed to be a popular move. The Committee was con-
cerned that events should break even, and so were looking at the possi-
bility of getting some sponsorship for the next year. The Eight Clubs 
Race Meeting lost £9000, and whilst that didn’t eat into all the reserves it 
made it very difficult to pay the required deposit for a 2003 meeting. The 
Committee of the Eight Clubs decided to consider the future at their 
March AGM, but in the meantime consideration was given to running a 
couple of 8 Club type races at a BRDC meeting. The year ended with a 
small surplus and £4263 in the bank. 2002 proved to have been a good 
year for Chris Fulke-Greville, who was the overall sprint champion in no 
less than four association championships in the one year. Not bad going 
for an Astra GSi. 

In February 2003 the decision was reluctantly taken to wind up the Eight 
Clubs, partly from financial reasons and also because it was felt that the 
demand for race meetings catering for all types of car was diminishing. 
Harrow was one of the founder clubs back in 1950, and alongside the 
Hants and Berks MC and Seven Fifty MC is one of the only three original 
clubs left in the consortium. One of the guiding principles of the Eight 
Clubs was to keep entry fees as low as possible, hence there was never 
a large reserve from the annual event, but the remaining balance was 
donated to the Motor Sports Safety Fund. 

The Brakefast received 37 entries, the highest number for many years, 
although only 6 were from Harrow. Fastest time of the day was set by a 
Mini, beating Peter Cox’s special by just one second, Peter getting the 
best Harrow award. The Awards night and Dinner was as usual held at 
the Fairways Inn, and the Club was especially pleased to welcome Andy 
Actman as guest speaker. Andy’s parents, Sam and Jane were members 
of the club in the 1960’s, and Sam was the “Actman” in the Gray Actman 
trophy. 12 members attended the AGM at the Fairway Inn, which in fact 
was not a bad turn out from a total membership of about 80. 

Two autotests organized by the Middlesex County A.C., to which Harrow 
were invited, were included in the Aggregate marking for the year. John 
Wittey again won the Concours, this time with an AC Cobra. The North 
Wheeled Slalom finally changed to a normal sprint format, best time to 
count, with no changes to the chicanes after each run. This seemed 
more popular with 50 entries and Bob Spalding (Westfield) getting best 
Harrow award.  Peter Noad was having difficulty in obtaining sufficient 
articles for the Radiator, and during 2003 only seven copies were issued. 
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The BRDC, under pressure from David Brodie, agreed to put on two 8 
Club type races to get an Eight Clubs type meeting going again in 2004. 
Classics on the Common at Harpenden, an event which attracts some 
2000 cars was popular with some of our members, whilst at the Uxbridge 
Autoshow we  had a display of 24 cars from a TKM kart and a Jedi to a 
Rolls Royce Silver Spirit and a Bentley Turbo. The Turner Trophies 
Sprint again attracted 50 entries, with Bob Spalding’s Westfield again 
taking best Harrow. The year ended with Peter Noad organizing a treas-
ure hunt/social run to the Shuttleworth Collection at Old Warden which 
was won by Chris and Jane Hunt Cooke from the Historic Rally Car Club 
with Spencer Stevens and Fiona Hedges coming second. During the 
year we were saddened to hear of the death of John Calton, a regular 
competitor in the 70’s and a member of the England Team in the Ken 
Wharton Autotests in 1972. Both the Sprints made a loss, but due to the 
fact that the Club was able to charge other Clubs for the use of the North 
Weald Track Licence, there was a surplus on the year of £346. 

1st January 2004 saw only four members attending the Brooklands Club 
Day, unlike the previous year when we had been nominated “Stars of the 
Show”. Peter Noad continued his Historic Rallying, winning the Associa-
tion of South West MC’s Championship, with navigator David Kirkham. 
Early in the year two more of our older members died, Ron Johnson who 
had regularly competed and more recently reported on the Eight Clubs 
Meetings, and Jos Soper, father of Steve, who ran Kenton Tyre Services 
in the 60’s and 70’s supplying tyres to many Harrow members. The Com-
mittee was delighted to receive £100 from Ron’s will.  

The Brakefast ran as usual at Bovingdon, with 36 entries, 6 from Harrow. 
The Annual Awards Dinner was combined with the AGM and the 33 
members were entertained by Donald Wales, grandson of Sir Malcolm 
Campbell, who was endeavouring to break the British Land Speed Rec-
ord in an electrically powered car. Another death reported in the June/
July issue of the Radiator was that of Bert Shirley, Chairman of the Club 
Committee from 1977 to 1986 and donor of the Trans-Am Trophy, origi-
nally presented for the best Harrow performance at the CCH Sprint at 
Brands Hatch. Only seven cars turned up for the Concours probably due 
to earlier rain, but John Wittey completed a hat trick of successes, this 
time with a Bentley Turbo R. Other regular attenders, Henry and Jane 
Weitzmann, brought along a car that had not been seen before, a De To-
maso Pantera and Bill Starr had his Smart, which had been chipped to 
do 100mph! The Club’s new canopy and banner was on show. Whilst the 
North Weald Sprint only had 40 entries resulting in a loss, the Turner Tro-
phies sprint was better supported with 59 competitors, 10 of which were 
from Harrow. Part of the additional cost of running the sprints was in-
curred by the use of electronic timing in place of the older hand timing, 
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but this was a necessary  requirement for modern day sprinting. As an 
aside, Maurice Sokel experimented with Electronic Timing many years 
previously, which was successfully used on many Harrow events, but 
unfortunately it was no longer available. Nick Cook in his Sylva Striker 
got best Harrow award at both Sprints.  

It was felt that Classics on the Common at Harpenden had grown so 
large, that it was difficult for Harrow members to get together as a group, 
so it was suggested to attend a similar show at Croxley Green. The com-
petitive year ended with one of Peter Noad’s Treasure hunts, this time to 
the Canal Museum at Stoke Bruern which was tackled by 12 cars, the 
maximum number permitted without going through the fairly complicated 
procedure of getting the event MSA road rally authorized.  Only photo-
graphs appeared in the Radiator, but it seems that Jane Hunt Cooke was 
again the winner. At the end of the year, Brian Cowan stated he wished 
to retire as Chairman after 10 years in the post due to forthcoming house 
moving. Overall, the year showed a small loss, but final figures were not 
available.  Subs for 2005 were increased to £15 for a full member and 
£17 for joint membership. Membership in 2004 had dropped again to 59. 

The Committee had been holding their monthly meetings at Brian Cow-
an’s house, but with his forthcoming move it was suggested that meet-
ings should be held at some suitable pub or club room, but nothing 
seems to have been done about this suggestion. Colin Needham re-
signed as Company Secretary/Treasurer, and Roger Newnham agreed 
to act as a temporary replacement, although Colin agreed to finalise the 
accounts for the AGM. The Awards Dinner at the Fairway was attended 
by 38 and the Guest speaker was Michael Turner, well known Motor 
Sport Artist and a member of the Club with his Mother back in the 60’s. 
Chris Fulke-Greville again was overall winner in three Association Sprint 
Championships, and came second overall in three others. The Brakefast 
only received 30 entries, six of these entries were ladies, with Becky Mil-
ler collecting the ladies award. The Middlesex County A.C. continued to 
help with the Brakefast, providing the results team and looking after the 
food department. As it was the 100th year since the MCAC had been 
formed,  the event was called the Centenary Brakefast.  

Brian Cowan continued to act as temporary Chairman and the Commit-
tee asked if anyone knew of a suitable field within 30 miles of Harrow 
where the Club could run grass autotests. The Committee was also look-
ing at the possibility of a cheaper alternative to a lock-up garage for stor-
ing equipment. The Radiator was produced bi-monthly and in the July-
August issue it reported the deaths of both Eileen Butt, for many years 
the editor of the Radiator, and Gerry Marshall.  
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The North Wheeled Sprint had 47 entries, and the best of the 7 from Har-
row was Rob Spalding in his Westfield. Rob also collected the best Har-
row award at the Turners Trophy Sprint later in the year. There was talk 
of a massive housing development at North Weald, and members were 
invited to write to John Prescott the Deputy Prime Minister of the Labour 
Government pointing out that North Weald provides a safe environment 
for young drivers to learn car control. During the year some Harrow Club 
Regalia, Polo shirts, fleece jackets and other items of casual wear were 
advertised on the back covers of the Radiator. Entries for sprints seemed 
to be declining, with only 12 competitors registered for the London Coun-
ties Association Championship. 

The Committee held talks with both the Herts County A.C and Green Belt 
A.C.  about possibly running joint events. No replacement for Brian Cow-
an as Chairman (who had not moved) had been found, and there were 
problems finding new Committee members. Peter Noad’s social run to 
Milton Keynes, only received 5 entries, which was surprising after the full 
entry the previous year. Peter and Liz Cox put up the best performance. 
Possibly a museum at Milton Keynes sounded less attractive than a Ca-
nal Museum at Stoke Bruern. Peter Noad asked for suggestions for a 
possible finish venue for the 2006 event. 

2006 saw five Radiators through the year, and apparently there were no 
Committee meetings for the first five months of the year. At their May 
meeting concern was raised that no final accounts had been received for 
the previous year’s Turner Trophies Sprint, so it was not possible to pro-
duce any year end accounts. Guest at the Awards night and Dinner was 
Allan Winn, Director and Curator of the Brooklands Museum. The Brake-
fast Autotests were held as usual at Bovingdon and although no full re-
port was available in the Radiator, it seems that Richard Yapp was best 
Harrow entrant. A Photo Phrolic was planned for May, but was subse-
quently postponed until August, when Dennis Crome received 7 entries 
for a popular event which Peter Noad won. The Concours at Chipperfield 
was again well supported and Jane Weitzmann’s 1972 Jaguar XJ12 was 
adjudged the winner. The Uxbridge Autoshow was also well supported, 
with Peter Noad showing his new “toy”, a 75cc Capriolo motorcycle! The 
scheduled May Sprint at North Weald had to be cancelled as the venue 
was required for another function! Due to the poor turn out at previous 
AGM’s, the Committee decided that as an AGM was not a legal require-
ment, they should no longer be held, providing that the Accounts were 
circulated with the Radiator. Peter Noad commented that the Club was 
going through a difficult period, with lack of entries for events, difficulties 
in obtaining the necessary officials, no replacements for Committee 
Chairman or Financial Secretary and shortage of articles for the Radiator. 
By September there were only 48 paid up members and the Bank bal-
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ance was down to £2389. However, the Turner Trophies Sprint still 
achieved 57 entries, no report but only photos were in the Radiator. Mike 
Richards in his Subaru Impreza was best Harrow competitor. Committee 
Meetings in 2006 were few and far between; after May, meetings were 
only held in August and September, and at the latter only three Commit-
tee members were present, and no minutes were taken. 

Peter Noad competing at North Weald in 2004—photo by Nick Cook 
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The Doldrums and a Renaissance 

From 2007 no Committee Minutes are available, and this history contin-
ues based on reports in the Radiator. Only four Radiators were produced 
in 2007, two in 2008, one only in 2009, four in 2010, three in 2011, only a 
Newsletter in 2012 and one in 2013. 

2007 started well with seven cars at the Brooklands New Year’s Day 
event, including Chas Mallard with his Shelby Mustang. Jane Weitzmann 
took over as membership secretary, thus filling one of the vacancies in 
the Committee. For the first time the Brakefast Autotests included an Au-
toSOLO section. This consists of all forwards manoeuvers, but unlike the 
previous Clubsport events, passengers are not carried. The idea is to 
encourage newcomers to take part in the sport and this was successful 
with 20 taking part. Competitors also have to help with marshalling, which 
solves that problem. Only seven competitors took part in the main Au-
totest section. Paul Trimmer was best Harrow in the AutoSOLO with his 
Subaru Impreza.  

The Club was shocked by the death of Les Lyons, due to a fall whilst 
marshalling on another club’s stage rally. Les joined Harrow in the mid 
80’s and was a genuine all-rounder, competing or marshalling at all types 
of event. The Awards night and Dinner was a big success with 66 attend-
ing who were entertained by guest speaker, David Leslie. Tickets cost 
£22.50. The North Wheeled Sprint in May had to be cancelled because 
of a double booking problem. Club Nights during the year continued to be 
held monthly at the Halfway House, Rickmansworth. 

The Concours saw a new winner, John Watson with his rare Lotus 6.  
Dennis Crome organized another of his Photo Phrolics which drew eight 
entries, but only two were from Harrow and so Peter Noad abandoned 
his social run intended for November. As he said “why organize an event 
for Harrow members if they are not going to support it?” The Turner Tro-
phies Sprint did run with 48 entries. Gerry Houghton was second overall 
and best Harrow with his Subaru Impreza. During the year Jane Weit-
zmann had to hand over membership secretary to Roger Newnham.  It 
had been hoped to have a couple of Eight Clubs type races at the BRDC 
Walter Hayes Trophy meeting, but the organization of this was taken 
over by the Historic Sports Car Club and they were unable to fit  
 these races into their programme. 

2008 was a disaster! Both Sprints were cancelled due to date problems 
and lack of entries. No one was prepared to run a social event and there 
were no Autotests at the Uxbridge Autoshow. The Awards Night and Din-
ner however attracted 42 and the Brakefast continued to be run, this year 
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split into three separate sections; the main Autotest, a Clubsport Produc-
tion Car Autotest and an AutoSOLO. Peter Cox was the only Harrow en-
try in the Nat B Autotests, coming fourth overall and best Harrow in his 
ABS Freestyle Special. There were four Harrow entries in the AutoSOLO, 
with Graham Smith in his Impreza being best of the four. 

The Concours had to be postponed for a week because of heavy rain but 
Bob Pert came first with his Audi A8. The display of cars ranged from a 
600cc Smart to a 7 litre Shelby Mustang, and judge John Hazzard’s vin-
tage Rolls Royce. There were only three competitive events during the 
year, the Brakefast, Concours and Birkett Six Hours relay race, where as 
usual, we entered a team of cars, finishing 22nd on scratch and 43rd on 
handicap. The November/December Radiator contained obituaries to 
both Pat Moss-Carlsson and Henry Weitzmann. Pat, the younger sister 
of Stirling, started her motorsport career in the HCC, competing regularly 
in our rallies, trials, autotests and treasure hunts before going on to be a 
works driver with the very successful BMC Works Rally Team, her out-
standing result being the outright win in the 1960 Liege Rome Liege rally 
in an Austin Healey 3000, a car which Peter Butt bought many years lat-
er. Henry was an enthusiastic collector of cars, and with his wife, Jane, 
could always be relied upon to produce something unusual at the Con-
cours. Owing to the small number of competitive events during 2008, the 
rules for the Aggregate awards were amended to compensate according-
ly. 

The only Radiator in 2009 came out in December edited by Brian Cowan, 
Peter Noad having resigned as Editor and Director of the Club earlier in 
the year. Roger Newnham had also resigned, and Brian in his editorial 
pointed out the vital need to fill both these positions, and indeed the posi-
tion of Chairman, which he had been trying to pass on for a number of 
years. During the year the Club had run the Brakefast Autotests, the 
Concours, two Sprints at North Weald, co-organised with the Green Belt 
A.C. and had entered a team in the Birkett Relay Race at Silverstone. 
Guest speaker at the Awards night was Andy Dawson works rally driver 
for the Rootes Group, who also presented the awards. 

The Concours was again well supported with 24 cars, Jane Weitzmann 
getting the “Judges Choice” with her 1990 Aston Martin Lagonda with 
less than 2000 miles on the clock. The Brakefast Autotests and AutoSO-
LO were co-promoted with Middlesex County A.C. and Clerk of the 
Course should have been Peter Cox who had taken over after Peter No-
ad had been C of C for many years. However, Peter Cox managed to 
break his arm whilst working in Scotland just prior to the event, and thus 
had to finalise the arrangements from his hospital bed in Dundee, 400 
miles away. There were no Harrow entries in the Nat B event, but David 
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Gridley was best Harrow in the AutoSOLO. 

Logan Black collected best Harrow award at both the sprints in an un-
specified car. The team in the Birkett Relay Race came second in class 
on handicap and 6th overall, their best result ever. The successful team 
consisted of David Brodie (VW Vento), Bill Withey (Ford Anglia), Norman 
Ricketts (BMW 1602) and Giles Dawson (Ginetta G20). Club Nights con-
tinued to be scheduled at the Halfway House, Rickmansworth. Member-
ship subs in 2009 continued to be £15 full member and £18 for joint 
member.  

In 2010, Matthew Slade took over as editor of the Radiator paying tribute 
to the work that Peter Noad had put in as Editor for many years. Six 
members attended the annual New Year’s Day Brooklands Car Clubs 
Day, an event which has been on the club’s calendar for many years. 
Our Patron, Sir Stirling Moss was in hospital having received serious inju-
ries after stepping into the open lift door at his home when the lift was not 
there. The Club sent best wishes for a speedy recovery from this very 
nasty accident. 

The Awards Night and Dinner tried a new idea of incorporating a Fish 
and Chip supper; this was attended by 50 members and friends, with Da-
vid Brodie as guest speaker. Amongst those present was Mike Biggs, 
son of Victor Biggs who, pre war, presented the Club with the Biggs Tro-
phy in memory of his Father, Leslie Biggs. This was the first time that 
Mike had seen this unique trophy. Peter Cox was again Clerk of the 
Course at the Brakefast, where the only Harrow entries were in the Auto-
SOLO section, Paul Trimmer collecting the best Harrow award in his Im-
preza. 

 The May Sprint received some sponsorship from TAMS Packaging and 
was co-promoted with Green Belt MC. Tommy Griffiths in a Honda Inte-
gra R was best of the Harrow entrants. In the July/September issue of 
the Radiator, Matthew reported on attending the Goodwood Festival of 
Speed, where Jane Weitzmann entered her unique Triumph Fury in the 
Cartier Style et Luxe Concours D’Elegance. The Fury was an experi-
mental car, styled by Michelotti, intended to fill the gap between the Spit-
fire and the TR, but only one prototype was ever built. Our own Concours 
was on a very wet night, so only six cars turned up, all of which managed 
to collect an award! Another Committee post became available with the 
unexpected resignation of Spencer Stevens as Competitions Secretary. 

The Uxbridge Autoshow saw better weather than the Concours and 
amongst the cars on show were two from the Weitzmann stable, plus Bill 
Withey’s rare Datsun V8 Scarab. The Turner Trophies Sprint, again co-
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promoted with Green Belt MC had 44 entries although only 5 were from 
Harrow. Tommy Griffiths again was the best Harrow competitor. Our 
team in the Birkett Six Hours, which this year was run on the new Bridge 
GP circuit at Silverstone,  did not do as well as in the previous year com-
ing 41st on scratch out of the total entry of 60 teams. Bank balance at the 
end of the year stood at £1355. 

As always 2011 started with a display at the Brooklands Club’s Day 
where Harrow were one of the few clubs to show a mixture of cars, most 
of the other exhibitors being One Make Clubs. The Awards Dinner re-
turned to the normal three course type menu after the experimental fish 
and chips of the previous year, and was outstanding for the number of 
older members and past members present. In no especial order they in-
cluded Steve Soper our guest speaker, Bill McGovern, David Brodie, Ken 
Coad, Peter Butt who had driven all the way up from Devon, and Roger 
Bunting, who used to have a car showroom in Wealdstone. Particular 
congratulations must go to Keith and Ann Warner who had arranged the 
evening. The Brakefast, again split into three separate events, had seven 
Harrow entries out of the total of 32entries. New regulations from the 
MSA allowed drivers as young as 14 to take part, although it’s not clear if 
there were any young takers. Tommy Griffiths in his Honda Integra took 
fastest time of day in the AutoSOLO and Gary Lazarus in his Sprite col-
lected Best Harrow Award.  

Both the Sprints at North Weald used a new extended course, which 
avoided much of the poor surface which had caused complaints in the 
past. Tommy Griffiths in his Tiger R 6 kit car was FTD at the first sprint, 
which was held on Easter Sunday, and just missed out on FTD at the 
Turners Trophy Sprint later in the year, but still collected best Harrow 
award. Entries were still down, resulting in losses at both events, despite 
being co-promoted with Green Belt MC. Twenty four members and 
friends attended the Concours at Chipperfield, overall winner going to 
John Watson for his Lotus 6, the second time that car had been success-
ful. 

The August/ December Radiator boasted a new first, in that some of the 
photographs were in colour. It also carried a message from our Patron 
Sir Stirling Moss OBE, thanking the Club for their best wishes on his an-
nounced retirement from racing. Stirling said he had been a member of 
the Club since 1948, and in fact his first competition success had been in 
a HCC Trial. Both his parents, Alfred and Aileen Moss were involved in 
the Club pre-war and also immediately after the war. In this issue Mat-
thew Slade announced that he had to pack up as Editor as he would be 
starting a new job in the New Year. 
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Brian Cowan produced a news sheet in February 2012 detailing the 
events it was hoped to run during the year and in addition a number of e-
mails were sent out to members with regulations for those events. It was 
not until January 2013 that a brief resume of the year was published. 
Subs for 2012 were £18 for full membership and £20 for Joint member-
ship. 

There was a reasonable display of member’s cars at Brooklands on New 
Year’s Day and of particular interest were the forty six London to Cape 
Town Rally competitors, which included Andy Actman with his Toyota 
Hilux 3000. Andy did very well in the event, leading until the last day 
when he was pipped by 36 seconds by a Subaru Impreza. Bill McGovern 
was the guest speaker at the Awards Dinner where Brian Cowan asked 
for financial support from members to help with the running of the Club. 
As a result of this donations totaling £1000 were received giving the year 
a profit of £1127, compared with the loss of £1094 the previous year. The 
Brakefast included an AutoSOLO as usual, which was more popular than 
the main Autotests, being a miniature form of sprint!  

Club nights continued to be held at the Halfway House, except during the 
summer months when they were held at the Windmill, Chipperfield, the 
venue for the annual Concours. These were originally scheduled for 
June, postponed until July due to bad weather, further postponed until 
August, when eventually twelve cars were displayed. John Watson again 
proved the winner, again with a Lotus, but it is not clear whether it was 
his rare Mk 6 or a Mk 7.  

The first of the two sprints, jointly organized with Green Belt MC resulted 
in 48 entries, but the Turner Trophies later in the year didn’t do so well 
with 31 starters, including only two from Harrow. The year ended with a 
team from Harrow competing in the Birkett Relay and coming 21st on 
handicap, a very creditable effort with 67 teams competing on the Silver-
stone Historic GP circuit. 

On 14th June 2013 an EGM was called to discuss the future of the club, 
which Brian Cowan and Keith Warner had struggled to keep going for the 
last few years. A new Committee was formed with Matthew Slade as 
Chairman, Gary Fryer as Deputy Chairman, Liz Cox as Secretary, Nick 
Cook as Competitions Secretary and Bill Withey as Treasurer. Matthew 
Slade also took over the editorship of the Radiator, initially producing a 
news sheet in September 2013. Events held in 2013 included the Brake-
fast Autotests, the Concours, the Uxbridge Autoshow and two sprints at 
North Weald. Matthew Slade was best Harrow at the TAMS Packaging 
sprint, whilst Mark Withey collected that award at the Turner Trophy 
Sprint. As usual a team was entered in the Birkett Relay Race  with Keith 
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Warner acting as team manager. Two Radiators were produced in 2014, 
and in celebration of the Club’s Eightieth Year they sported nice white 
covers. March was a busy month with an Inter Club Kart challenge, the 
Brakefast and the Awards Dinner. Gary Fryer organized the kart evening 
at Maidenhead, which was won by a team from Green Belt, with Middle-
sex County AC second and Harrow third. Mark Gostlow collected FTD at 
the Brakefast AutoSOLO on a miserable day, weatherwise. The Awards 
evening was again at the Fairway  and changed format slightly in that it 
was a carvery, thus obviating delays whilst orders were taken. Martin 
Short was guest speaker, and we were also very pleased to welcome 
Steve Soper on one of the tables with David Brodie.                                                     

One major change for 2014 was that Club Nights were moved to the Ace 
Café, North Circular Road, a venue popular with many clubs and host for 
many motorsport themed evenings. Paul Trimmer was the only HCC en-
try in the TAMS Packaging Sprint, which had 34 entries and there were 
no Harrow entries in the  TT Sprint, which had a slightly better entry of 
38. 

The first AGM for many years was held in September at the Fairway and 
was supported by sixteen members. Matthew Slade, as Chairman, was 
able to report that membership was picking up from an all time low of 39 
at the end of 2012, to 81 at the end of 2013 and a figure of 95 at the date 
of the AGM. The Club Web Site was functioning well and details of forth-
coming events and invitations were being circulated by e-mail. The bank 
balance at the end of 2013 stood at £2703. Peter Cox reported on the on
-going legal battle in respect of noise at Bovingdon and felt that there 
was only a 50% chance of events being able to continue there. There 
were also doubts about the future availability of North Weald because of 
a housing development. In Any Other Business it was Proposed that 
Keith Warner should become a Life Member in recognition of all the work 
he had done for the Club. This was unanimously supported. 

This brings us to the end of this History – hopefully someone who was 
present at the 2014 AGM will, in due course, be around to write up the 
Centenary Version. 
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Peter and Tony Butt with the ex works Pat Moss Healey 3000 

Photos by Denis Crome 
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Harrow Car Club Trophies 

Much of the information that follows is derived from Maurice Sokel’s book 
“The First Fifty Years”, which listed the club’s history up to 1984.  

Cottingham Memorial Trophy.  Dudley Cottingham was an early Secre-
tary of the Club, who was killed in 1935 on his way home from a Dinner 
held at the Orchard Hotel, Ruislip, and this cup was purchased in his 
memory. In its early years it was the major award for a trial (Harrow being 
very much a trials club in the pre and immediate post war years). Subse-
quently it was the major award for an Autocross and currently, it is given 
for the Marshals/Organisers championship award. It is probably our old-
est trophy. 

Davis Cup.  This had a curious origin. Apparently there was some form 
of dispute between the Harrow and another club.(Possibly the VSCC).  
Sammy Davis (no not the singer, but the very successful Le Mans Bent-
ley driver), who was at that time our President presented the award 
about 1936, for competition between the two clubs as a method of re-
solving the problem. It might be worth looking at the plinth to see if it 
gives any clue to the other club. Currently awarded for fastest lap by a 
member in the Birkett 6 Hour relay. 

Biggs Trophy. (Not sure whether its full title is the Biggs Memorial Tro-
phy) Vic Biggs was a prominent Committee member post war and gave 
this trophy to the club when his father Leslie Biggs died. It has been for 
many years our major aggregate trophy. It’s worth having a close look at 
this trophy, as it was especially made for the HCC. 

Briault Trophy. Our other major aggregate award, presented by 
D.L.Briault in 1935, one of our Vice Presidents pre-war. He was a regular 
competitor at Donnington and Brooklands, usually driving an MG R type. 

Moss Trophy. The Moss family have been connected with the club for 
many years, Alfred and Aileen  Moss ( Stirling and Pat’s parents) were 
very much involved pre and post war, with Alfred President after the war. 
The Trophy was originally presented in 1936 for the Chiltern Summer 
Trial, now used for one of the Sprint meetings. 

Paul Fowler Memorial Trophy. Paul was Secretary from 1936 until 
1951. He lost the use of both legs in a logging accident in Canada before 
the war, and was probably one of the first people to drive a car modified 
to cope with his disability. Sadly he died in 1952 as a result of his disabil-
ity, and the trophy was purchased by subscription of the club members. 
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DDMC Bowl. Paul Fowler  was also the Secretary of the Disabled Driv-
ers Motor Club, and the Harrow CC annually organised a rally/social 
event for the DDMC which usually concluded with driving tests (autotests 
in today’s definitions) in the entrance drive at Stoke Mandeville Hospital. 
Many of the tests were of the manoeuvring close to a pylon type, but in-
evitably they concluded with an out and out timed test, and it was a mat-
ter of pride from one or two of the disabled entrants to try and equal the 
time put up by some of our members. When Paul died, the DDMC gave 
us this trophy in his memory. Currently awarded at the Brakefast Auto-
tests. 

CLJ Trophy. Presented in 1936 by Leslie Johnson who was a member.  
Competed mainly in rallies pre-war and then at Le Mans and the Mille 
Miglia a number of times post war. Also member of Rootes works team in 
the Monte and Alpine rallies and had many successes in a Jaguar 
XK120. Also involved in the ERA firm at Dunstable after the war. 

Gray Actman Trophy. Dave Gray and Sam Actman were regular com-
petitors in Harrow events. Dave mainly in rallies with Sam navigating, 
and Sam being one of the best driving test (autotest) exponents in this 
country. Sam, who was badly affected by asthma, sadly lost his life in a 
hotel fire. Sam and Dave felt that there should be a trophy for the best 
organised event during the year, and accordingly gave this trophy in 
1961. Traditionally, the recipients do not know which event has been 
chosen until the awards dinner. 

Needham Trophy. This was presented by Norman and Gladys Need-
ham (Les Needham’s parents) in 1961 and was for the person who had 
contributed most towards the club’s activities during the year. Again, not 
announced until the Awards night, and originally chosen by past winners 
of the trophy. 

Stirling Moss Trophy. Generously presented by Alfred Moss - this is an 
actual trophy that Stirling won racing at Silverstone. Awarded to the win-
ner of the Competitors championship.  

Captains Cup. Fred Still was the club captain (a post which we no longer 
have) for many years after the war and presented this trophy to the club 
in 1956, originally for the best Navigator in the Aggregate awards. Last 
used for winner of Treasure Hunt. 

 

Brian Culcheth Trophy.  Brian was a regular competitor in club events, 
who subsequently went on to be a works driver for BMC/British Leyland. 
Probably his best success was coming second in the 1970 London to 
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Mexico World Cup Rally in a Triumph 2.5PI. He also competed on many 
events as a works driver in an 1800 Land Crab. Given for the best 
achievement by a member at the Eight Clubs and more recently at the 
Birkett 6 hour relay. 

Joe Coyne Trophy. Joe was a founder member of the club (which for a 
very short time was called the Kynaston Car Club, from the venue of the 
original gathering).  He was for many years Treasurer and/or Chairman, 
and finally President. The Trophy is composed of various awards that he 
won through the years. 

Cullen Cup. Presented in 1937 by Mr C.G.Cullen and used for one of the 
club’s trials  (the other being the Cottingham). 

Committee Cup. Purchased by the then members of the committee in 
1939, and to be given to the runner up in the Cottingham Trial. Now used 
for one of the Sprint meetings 

Chiltern Cup. Last used for winning Navigator in Treasure Hunt. 

Trans-Am Trophy. Given to the Club by Bert Shirley, originally for the 
best performance by a member at the CCH Sprint. Currently given for the 
best performance by a member in the combined sprints. 

Ripspeed Award. Currently used for the Brakefast Autotests. 

Triplex Trophy. Also used for the Brakefast Autotests. 

Car & Car Conversions Trophy. Used for Brakefast Autotests. 

Bob Harman Trophy. Presented to the overall winner of the Annual 
Concours. 

Charles King Trophy. Last used for the best Harrow member at the Ux-
bridge Autoshow Autotests when they were held. 

Quattro Graphics Trophy. Presented each year to the best Young Har-
row driver. 



40  

Our Patrons and Others 

The Club’s first President was S.C.H. (Sammy) Davis, very successful 
competitor in Bentleys, famously winning at Le Mans in 1927 and com-
peting in a variety of other cars, including an Austin Seven at Brooklands 
and other pre-war tracks. He was appointed President in May 1934 and 
remained in that post until the start of the War. Earl Howe and Mrs Kay 
Petre both became Patrons in 1935 and Kay continued as Patron until 
her death in 1994, frequently attending the Annual Dinner Dance both 
before and after the war. Earl Howe won at Le Mans in 1931 in his Alfa 
Romeo and regularly competed pre-war in his Bugatti’s and later in an 
ERA. Kay Petre was one of only two ladies to be awarded a 130mph 
medal for achieving that speed at Brooklands, this she did in a 10.5 litre 
V12 Delage, lapping at 134.75mph. Other pre-war racing drivers who 
were members of the Club included Raymond Mays, Capt. George 
Eyston, famous for his record breaking activities, with “Thunderbolt”, 
C.L.J. (Leslie) Johnson and D.L.Briault. Both Alfred and Alieen Moss, 
parents of Stirling and Pat were competing pre-war. Alfred took part in 
the 1924 Indianapolis 500 race, whilst Aileen took part in many trials and 
rallies in this country. Post war, Alfred Moss became the Club’s Presi-
dent, a post he held until his death in 1972, when Joe Coyne took over 
that role. Sir Stirling who had been a Vice-President for a number of 
years, agreed to become Joint Patron with Kay Petre in 1991. Stirling 
started his motorsport career with the HCC and then went on to many 
successes in all forms of racing, including, of course, winning the Mille 
Miglia in 1955. Perhaps less well- known nowadays was that he was also 
successful in rallying, coming second in the Monte Carlo Rally in 1952 
and being one of only three drivers ever to win a Coupe D’Or (Gold Cup) 
for three consecutive clean runs in the Alpine Rally, all in a Sunbeam 
Talbot of the Rootes works team. Stirling’s sister, Pat, also started her 
motorsport activities with HCC, after a very successful earlier career 
showjumping with horses. She became one of the most successful lady 
rally drivers as a member of the BMC Rally Team, driving everything 
from a Morris Minor to the brutal Austin Healey 3000’s.  During the early 
post war years many amateur drivers were able to take part in the major 
international rallies, the Monte Carlo on occasion having nearly 400 en-
tries with 6 or more starting points from places as far apart as Glasgow 
and Warsaw. Amongst HCC members who competed in the Monte were 
Eric Haddon, Charles Vivian, Stan Norman and Les Needham. The Tulip 
Rally run from Holland to the South of France and back saw Dave Gray, 
Sam Actman, Les Needham and Paul Steiner competing, whilst other 
members, including Fred Still and Paul Steiner took part in the RAC Rally 
in this country. Paul drove several events as a member of the Ford works 
team whilst  Brian Culcheth who was a regular competitor in our events 
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went on to join the BMC/British Leyland works team driving the Austin 
Landcrab (Austin 1800) and Triumph 2.5Pi, the latter to second place 
overall in the 1970 World Cup Rally from London to Mexico. John 
Sprinzel was another HCC member who went on to many successes in 
International Rallying and Racing, mostly in Austin Healey Sprites, many 
modified by his own firm, Speedwell. John started motorsport the hard 
way, his very first event was the 1958 RAC Rally which he did in his 
mother’s A 30. Numbers were issued at random, and John was number 
One, whilst Fred Still and Les Needham were number Three in their TR. 

Peter Noad in his VW Beetle often competed as part of the England 
Team in the Ken Wharton International Driving Tests in the 1960’s. Tre-
vor Smith (Midget) and John Calton (Mexico) were part of the winning 
England team in 1977, one of only 9 occasions that England won in its 
58 years history. Crews from HCC also went to Stockholm several times 
for an International Rally Special, which consisted of a number of very 
open autotests at various venues round the city. Peter Cox as navigator 
for Russell Swift (Mini Cooper S) still holds the best time for a test on all 
seven levels of a multi-floor car park! 

As motorsport became more specialised the opportunity for members to 
compete in International events became rarer, but on the administrative 
side Peter Browning was competition manager of the BMC/British Ley-
land Competition Department at Abingdon, before a brief spell as Gen-
eral Secretary of the BRSCC, and Les Needham after working as Gen-
eral Secretary of the Austin Healey Club joined the RAC Motor Sports 
Association, the governing body of British Motorsport. 
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World Cruise 1937 

(This is a repeat of an article by Les Needham printed in the Radiator in 
2002). 

Entitled “World Cruise” it was a social run, rather on the lines that Peter 
Noad has organised in the recent past. 

The theme was that participants were in “boats” traversing the world, 
each car was provided with a pennant, which had to be flown throughout 
the event, with penalties if it was not being flown. 

The event entry form stated that it would be an interesting and amusing 
Sunday afternoon voyage of discovery, starting at 5 bells (2.30pm) on 
Sunday 24th April, 1937. Entry fee was 2/- (20p) per car, and the publicity 
blurb  quotes “ See the Native Markets of Southern Europe, Sense the 
Glamour of the Far East, Taste the free and easy life aboard ship, and 
we will take you round the World in Three Hours.” 

The start was from “Rossmore Road Harbour” (just North of Marylebone 
Station), and we were advised that the cruise would visit Italy, China, 
USA, Canada and France, and we would be required at the finish to pro-
duce one souvenir from any one of these countries.  (I say we, as my 
parents entered in their 1936 Morris Eight, and I assisted from the back 
seat). The route was divided into three sections, firstly a voyage to India 
and China, then a section under sealed orders, and finally a voyage to 
USA, Canada and France.  

From the start the route led along Oxford Street, turning right into Soho 
(Italy), Wardour Street, round Leicester Square and Trafalgar Square 
then down to the Embankment. No wonder the organiser, Leslie Maynard 
had to get permission from the Metropolitan Police and the RAC. We 
then went along Thames Street, through Billingsgate Fish Market, past 
Tower Bridge and into St. Katherine's Way. Past ”The Prospect of Whit-
by” one of the last of the old riverside taverns and on to the West India 
Dock Road, where we entered China. Then along Limehouse Causeway 
(mind the tram lines) past the Blackwall Tunnel and eventually to the en-
trance to the Royal Victoria Dock where we had to open the sealed or-
ders.  

These consisted of permission to enter and traverse The Royal Victoria 
Dock, Royal Albert Dock and King George V Dock, the first time permis-
sion had ever been given for a car event to pass through these areas. 
Special permits were issued to each car and we were warned that we 
must not stop or leave the prescribed route. Having passed through the 
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Docks area, the route took us to the Woolwich Ferry (hence our oppor-
tunity to enjoy life aboard a ship!) 

We then headed South via Halfway Harbour which was somewhere in 
the Bexley area (The Sailing instructions near here state Turn Left at 
junction Signpost Bexley and warning “Dangerous Hill”). 

The last section, to the U.S.A., Canada and France went through Wil-
mington (USA) and then down an unmade road where a special test re-
quired a lifebelt to be thrown over a bollard. Further on we passed Mon-
treal (Canada) and then French St. (France) to finally finish at the Kings 
Arms Hotel, Westerham. 

Theoretically, this should all have taken some three hours, but most peo-
ple took much longer arriving at the finish about 7.00pm, so by the time 
we had returned to home in Stanmore it was well past my bed-time!! Un-
fortunately, although I have all the paperwork from the event, I don’t 
know where we came in the results. 

The effort that went into putting on this event must have been tremen-
dous, Leslie Maynard in a letter to my father says the planning took over 
six months, but he was rewarded with an entry of 37, the largest entry we 
ever had for a social type event. It would be interesting to see how much 
of the route could be tackled now. 
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Roll of Honour 
BIGGS TROPHY 

1
st

 HCC Aggregate 
Championship. 

1985 John Roseblade 

1986 John Roseblade 

1987 Glen Bertram 

1988 Peter Cox 

1989 Gary Fryer 

1990 Gary Fryer 

1991-1997 Not awarded 

1998 Peter Noad 

1999 Pat Slade 

2000 Pat Slade 

2001 Peter Noad 

2002 Brian Cowan 

2003 Bob Pert 

2004 Peter Cox 

2005 Peter Cox 

2006 David Brodie 

2007 Not awarded 

2008 Bill Withey 

2009 Not awarded 

2010 Bill Withey 

2011 Keith Warner 

2012 Colin Bradshaw 

2013 Bill Withey 

BRIAULT TROPHY 

2
nd

 HCC Aggregate 
Championship. 

1985 Bert Shirley 

1986 Glen Bertram 

1987 John Roseblade 

1988 John Blennerhassett 

1989 Peter Cox 

1990 John Roseblade 

1991 – 1997 Not awarded 

1998 Matthew Slade 

1999 Peter Noad 

2000 Jamie Yapp 

2001 Les Lyons 

2002 Les Lyons 

2003-2004 Roger Newnham 

2005 Chas Mallard 

2006 Bob Pert 

2007 Not awarded 

2008 Brian Cowan 

2009 – 2010 Not awarded 

2011 Gary Lazarus 

2012 Nick Cook 

2013 Nick Cook 

 

 

STIRLING MOSS BOWL 

1
st

 HCC Competitors 

Championship. 

1990 Les Lyons 

1991 Les Lyons 

1992 Mike Bentley 

1993 Andy Stevens 

1994 Andy Stevens 

1995 Paul Hewes 

1996 Tony Butt 

1997 Paul Hewes 

1998 Jamie Hill 

1999 Jamie Hill 

2000-2003  Tony Butt 

2004 Andy Stevens 

2005 Andy Stevens 

2006 David Brodie 

2007–2008 Not awarded 

2009 Bill Withey 

2010-2011  Tommy Griffiths 

2012 Bill  Withey 

2013 Bill Withey 
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Roll of Honour 
JOE COYNE TROPHY 

HCC Competitors 
Championship. 

(1
st

 until 1990) 

1985 Peter Keele 

1986-1988 Tony Butt 

1989 Simon Tunnard 

1990 Not awarded 

(2
nd

 from 1991) 

1991 Mike Bentley 

1992 Simon Fedrick & John 
Hazzard 

1993 Tony Butt 

1994 Paul Hewes 

1995 Peter Cox 

1996 Derward Lawson 

1997 Richard Yapp 

1998 Pat Slade 

1999 Matthew Slade 

2000 Richard Yapp 

2001 Robert Brown 

2002Vincent Scherer 

2003 Robert Brown 

2004 Les Lyons & Richard 
Yapp 

2005 Peter Cox 

2006-2008 Not awarded 

JOE COYNE TROPHY 

cont. 

 

 

2009 Gary Lazarus 

2010 Paul Trimmer 

2011 Mike Bentley 

2012 Gary Fryer 

2013 Matthew Slade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEEDHAM AWARD 

Best Personal contribu-
tion to Club 

1985 Keith Bradshaw 

1986 Arthur Carasco 

1987Alvin Cohen 

1988 Jim & Carole Parker 

1989 Derek & Kathryn 
Sizeland 

1990 Gary & Kathy Fryer 

1991 Keith Warner 

1992 Peter & Eileen Butt 

1993Peter Carpenter 

1994 Keith Warner 

1995 Brian Cowan 

1996 Spencer Stevens 

1997 Colin Needham 

1998 Les Lyons 

1999 Roger Newnham 

2000 Radiator Team 

2001 Ann Warner 

2002 Jamie Hill 

2003 Alan Ramsbottom 

2004 Bob Pert 

2005 Nick Cook 

2006 Peter Noad 

 

NEEDHAM AWARD 
Cont. 
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2007 Birkett Timekeepers 

2008 Jamie Hill 

2009 Brian Cowan 

2010 David Brodie 

2011 Gary Lazarus 

2012 Andrew Actman 

2013 Keith Warner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRAY ACTMAN  
       TROPHY 

Best Organised Event 

1985 Economy Rally 

1986 Goodwood Sprint 

1987 Brakefast Autotests 

1988 Slalom Sprint 

1989 Turner Trophy 

1990 Turner Trophy 

1991 50th Anniv. Dinner 

1992 Turner Trophy 

1993 Brocket Hall Visit 

1994 Lynx Visit 

1995 Slalom Sprint 

1996 Gaydon Classic Run 

1997 Slalom Sprint 

1998 Brakefast Autotest 

1999 Club Stand Uxbridge 

2000 Treasure Hunt 

2001 Awards Night 

2002 Turner Trophy 

2003 Treasure Hunt 

2004 Birkett Relay 

2005 Treasure Hunt 

2006 Photo Phrolic 

2007 Turner Trophy 

GRAY ACTMAN  
       TROPHY cont. 

 

2008 Brakefast Autotest 

2009 Turner Trophy 

2010 Turner Trophy 

2011 Summer Concours 

2012 Awards Night 

2013 Turner Trophy 

Roll of Honour 
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Les Needham, Club President and author of this edition of our 

Club’s history holding the prestigious Needham Award 
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